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Abstract with 3 clearly stated objectives in 250 words:  

 

Objectives: At the conclusion of this presentation, participants will: 

1) Recognize the relationship between moral authority and expertise in bioethics consultation. 

2) Be able to explain what kinds of moral expertise bioethics consultation justifiably involves. 

3) Be able to explain how certain kinds of authority follow from certain kinds of moral expertise. 

 

 Many argue that professionalization and a code of ethics is the only way to hold bioethics consultation 

accountable to some set of standards.  But if we want to hold the field accountable, the immediate, 

vexing question is: accountable for what?  What is it that bioethics consultants ought to do?  We 

eventually arrive at the issue of moral expertise when we ask this, because while there are many 

possible answers to this question, a crucial component of bioethics consultation is the deployment of 

some kind of moral expertise.  Moral expertise makes professional claims to authority regarding 

normative issues plausible: unless there is a special area of knowledge over which some but not all may 

claim mastery, and to which we hold some but not all accountable, there is no reason to deem some, 

but not all, “authorities” or “professionals.”  However, there are many species of moral expertise that 

may be invoked in the field, only some of which are defensible.  I analyze some of the possible areas of 

moral expertise in bioethics consultation and explain what authority, and thus what standards of 

accountability, may follow from them. 
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